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CONSE ATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART PART 5 


by Peter BRIG 
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As indicated in the Jact ar ice, ‘the cbime, QE the Whipatick Seminar Pollowedal 
by the documentation in support of -the; e, Toness « ark, was not,-a hot potatof, nor 
a time of protest or indignation at events that for the time being, had past. 

It could:-be, likened to those golden Edwardian years prior to the onset of .. | 
World Wari. The Club can thank-the Jayeees for pzonpting it into reformulating 
conservation policies for, the Seminar, and getting this off the ground. But 
despite this initial "push", it was the B.F.N.C. that finally provided all the 
necessary pertinent data at ‘the Seminar, and leter, to work very diligently 

on the Forest Park submiSsion, Setting these two very important aspects’aside, 
it was a very peaceful but eventfull time for the B.F.N.C. between the late 
1960's and 1972. I think the number of excursions Seeneocs ah events peaked,.. 
including the wonderful wildflower show et the Memoriel Hall (Club's 25th 
year? ), There were always a good varicty of different excursions to different 
places, and the Whipstick one of the favourites alcng with Menduranféand ., 
Wellsford Forests, One-Tree Hill, and Ridge ee , ~Lphinstone. One favourite 
pastime in December and February was to sit ya dém, poke a few sticks in the 
mud just inside the water's edge, and watch * oe ‘ch pinoculars, all.the types 
of birds that would in the summer's heat, seck to quench their thirst. One 

eme such day in the Whipetiek at: Lance's block (now ‘purchased and part of the 
Kamarooka State Park) a thunderstorm wes approaching, it had showered and 
backdropped by an intense black sky, were the fresh wot tarnished copper 
trunks of the bull mallee, side-lit end glistentng in a sudden burst of 
sunshine accompanied by suitable flush of heat and humidity, dnd buzzing 
insects. These weren't rare plents, and they weren't owned by the public. . ., 
They were on an adjoining fence line, and now alas, have long since gone, and 
we are all the poorer for it, and if it wes ever mocenen ated or replanted, ° 

it won't return to such mature magnificence in my lifetime. But maybe some’: 
future generation one day can enjoy the simple beavwsies of common old bull | 
mallee next door to Lance's block, 
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Then there was the discovery of Duck Orchids near Skylark Dam, a first for the 
Whipstick, and much to our embarassment, 3 found by Mebourne visitors. 

Not to be daunted, Leon Ruedin set about and i'ound the even rarer small Duck 
Orchid (Apollo Hill). And then there were the annual excursions arranged by 

the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau, and wa'd organise a tour of Diamond :._ 
Hill and the Boronia Patch at Mendurang, and scmetimes the Whipstick:-A large 
bus load of guests from the F.N.C.V. arrived cvery year or so for a Whipstick 
tour and renewed: ttes from the verv bezirnines cf the B.F.N.C.;-and. ‘beyond; 
These trips invariably stopped off at Ted Hertlands for a tour of his working 
Eucalyptus distillery and a‘display of auenh ie axe heads and. epee Te stones” 
he had collécted when cutting ecucy. seeing cia frat OE 


One block Ted owned was that of "Red Box Hut", and the wildflower display and 
variety ‘was always good in this particular vicinity. So much so that BobAllen, 
assisted by Frank Robbifis, Tom Patullo anc myself, on several occasions layed 
out an extremely interesting labelled nature trail, I think once open to the. 
public, but certainly arranged for some of those special bus trips; and in 
particular one from Geelong F.N.C. The club even held a very successful nature 
show in Red Box Hut as an adjunct to the nature ee and the bus tour. 
However, I'n not ‘gure FE: ‘subsequently, due to vandalism, or whether an earlier 
happening, iron ‘Shaets*were Missing from the ae The club through the efforts 
I think of Arthur Ebdon, leséted’ some replacement iron end repaired ‘Red Box. Hut, 
(Pietured « Tonttcgo Naturalist Vol.3 No.3 Aug.1970 P.56.) 

Well I must deviate from Red Box Hut for a moment, before coming back to it, 

as it was yet to be another turning stone in the conservation of the Whipstick. 
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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 5 continued 
In November of 1971 nel club received a letter from the Conservation Council 
of Victoria asking, at the Chief Secretary's (then Mr. Hamer ) suggestion, | that’ 
2 til he preperes on private: lands suited for addition to National Parks, ~~ 


We ee 


represented in the proposed Forest Park and Crown eae or as corridor areas, 
Frank-Robbins provided most of the required information from his Whipstick surveys 
and maps. Copies of these were included with the reply to the C.C.V. Two further 
blocks were nominated in the February of 1972. An excited Frank Robbins arrived: -;) 
at thé committee meeting of that’ month saying he had nearly completed his ve ap Le 
Whipstick Surveys, and the best area he and Jack Kellam had seen was that in || 
the vicinity of Mr Dalley's, This:area plus tzo or three adjoining blocks had: =.» 
the best remaining example of the eastern prolongation of Whipstick mallee. 

It was on the east side of the Bagshot North Rd. and opposite the "Big Desert" 

of Robertson's. It. joined the narrow arm of reserved forest of the proposed 

Forest Park, on the northern end of. the block(s). The best stand: of Kamarooka: 
mallee in the whole Whipstick was shared with small adjoining areas (e.g. Blocks 
27 of 13 and 28 Egerton) 27 was later acquired by the Forest Commission. Frank 
enthused about the richness of flora and bird life in the area (allot.13 of 15 
Bagshot) in particular and the fact that it appeared to be virgin-msliece in 
pristine condition. Despite efforts by the club to have this block saved, permit 
was more recently granted for sections to be cleared, (Much to my dismay) 


Meanwhile back to the C.C.V. listing to the Chief Secretary, the B.F.N.C. didn't 
really expect to deal any further on these matters. However an event happened: 
in the following August of 1972 which was to cause the club to stir, and which 
was a factor that was to rear lead to the introduction of the Whipstick 
I.D.0. 


Ted Hartland had told either Jack Ipsen and/or Jack Kellam that he wes in the 
process of selling the Red Box Hut: block (11 of L Parish of Neilborough) to an 
Italian, Mr. Armato, who intended to clear it for a pig farm. Ted had been a 

long time friend of: the B.F.N.C. and had been impressed by the interesting nature 
trails the club periodically established at this location, and their efforts . 
to repair the vandalised Red Box Hut. It was relayed through the two Jacks that 
if not part of the condition of sale, certainly by request, Ted had asked the - 

new owner to retain Red Box Hut and immediate environs for visiting field naturalists 
Now although pleased with Ted's consideration, the club was nevertheless | 
concerned about the implications of a piggery on such a valuable block, which .: 
was also a corridor, in part, between the proposed Forest Park and Crown Lands, 

A bit of'a:dilemma as to how to address the situation and not offend Ted Hartland. 
Additionally the park was still only proposed, even although ‘the ‘application » 

had been with the Minister for Forests for nearly 12 months. The B.F.N.C. had 

no finance or charter to see whether they could offer instead to purchase the 

to =E if either finance or land exchange could’ be ‘arranged to negotiate with 
either Ted or the new owner, depending on the stage of the transaction. © 

(We were not sure if Ted had actually sold it at this point of time. ) 


Faced with these odds, the executive decided to-write an urgent letter (Aug."72) 
to the Premier (Mr.Hamer) outlining the problem and asking if any action (in 
particular finance) was available in response to the listings.earlier in the 
year to the C.C.V., which had=been prompted when he was Chief Secretary. 


4. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 5 continued 


Frank Robbins and I also prought the matter before local. member - Mr. Bob 
Trethewy. He asked about, the area involved (640 acres) and the cost. From 

the top of our. heads we estimated about $7,000 (or $17;000:?). If. I remember 
correctly Mr.Trethewy just about, thew his hand‘ in chet air;:and we felt that. oi. : 
was that. However Bob Urethewy was due to retire within’ the’ month; and:he mst: 
have passed our copy of the letter to the Prenicr onto Mr.Fred ‘Grimwade M.L.C. -~ 


Looking back, we were naive and over optimistic about the swiftness in which 

‘we had hoped the Goverment could act. By Septexber, a mere month later,. clearing 
had commenced on allotment 11 of L, so we had no: chance. of achieving purchase 
from Mr s-Armato. Uowever by Ostober we reeeived a.letter from Fred Grimwade 
M.L.C., stating his interest in the Whipst ick and. support for its conservation. 
He sought answers: from the Premier and svsgested in the meantime the club - 
consider epproacht ag the Shires of Huntly and Marcng respectively, su ggesting 
the importance of ‘impesing an Interim Developnent Order (1I.D.0.) to control 
further developments in’the Whipstick, He added that the Shire of Romsey had 
introduced and I.D.0. to protect, the Macedon Range, and subsequently forwarded 
details of this measure. (We didn't lmnow what an I.D.0. was then. ) , 
By the time the details of the Romsey 1.D.0. were received, a reply had also 
been received from the Premier, stating the problems of preservation of private 
land in the Whipstick, had been forwarded to the Minister for Local Government. 
The wheels had burried in a direction not enticipated by the B.F.N.C., and we 
eertainly had mixed feclings about an I.D.0. and the likelihood of upsetting 
local landowner friends. Our initial move was purely to seck finance to try 
and secure the Red Box Hut block from the fate of a pig farm. However although 
the I.D.0. appeared at first distasteful, closer examination of the Romsey 
material showed _ phat it was in the main pu acy a development regulator. It 
would have Litt tle effect on past or presentlend ‘uses, but would have future 
directive power on a change of land use. On re-examining the: areas of land: 
listed to the C.C.V. (Nov.1971, Feb.1972) it became clear to the executive 

that the bulk ci the: blocks were.in a natural state with eucalyptus oil 
production’ ds’ the main usage. Oil: predy¢tion as a long established activity 
would not hdve been affected under. the: erilteria given re the Romsey I.D.0. 

In fact itiwas exactly what the elub needed, as stated in point f. of the 
Seminar proceedings, This was the means of encouraging Eucalyptus oil production : 
on buffer areas as against the clearing for egricultur é, and a good way of. : 
warding: off speculators end developers: such as Robert tSOn;,: Reg Smart added that. 
all settions of Victoria were coming under planning, controls, and that 

although the Lodic- Campaspe region was: about 4 the lac’ in the state, it was 

only ‘a.-short matter of time before this, -body would come. ainto being and. have 
planning guidelines over the region in 1eluding, ths) Whipstick.. So the club. 

decided to ask Huntly end: Msrong Shires. to dntmaduce a blanket cover I, D. 0. 

over the total Whipstick. greeabelt APCAw oy : 


But there was one other problen; the Forést - Par’ rk had‘not yet after some u 
months or so, been declared. Quite mightly-the B.F.N.O; felt any submissions 
ror land purchases and het troduction he “planning controls over the Whipstick 
would be a little 1i} ie "Bogging the: ‘B5ue" ‘in the absence of a formally 
declared park. ie Mitt: 


6 FLELOS omebelg: ches 4} . 
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Fred Grimwade was quicis off the marl, He: tabl ed a neeeneee enquity in Parliament 
re the pending Foress ‘Park proclamation, Suddenly a cabaigst on that had been 
sitting on a public servant's desk for months, fa year?) was acted upori within _ 
days. On-the 30/11/1972 the Forest Park.deciare tion was formally. announced in” e 
an official press release. 


Do 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 5 continved 
a a ee ome 
If the field naturalists had any further reservations about applying for a 
Whipstick I.D.0., they came to an abrupt end by December 1972, An additional 
area of land in Parich of Nerring was edvertised for eale at $30. per acre, 
and it turned out to be another high priority. corridor section adjoining 

Red Box Hut block and the Forest Park and Crcin Lands. Letters were sent to 
the Shire of Marong and the Shire of Huntly suggesting the need to establish 
a Whipstick I.D.0. and requesting a heering from the Bendigo F.N.C. Forest 
Commission officers of the Bendigo division indicated support on tha matter 
and joined the B.F.N.C. on the deputation to ‘the Shire of Huntly and Marong 
in the New Year, 


The colegation led by Frank Robbins received a Soud hearing, The Huntly Shire 
Council resolved to apply to the Town and Country Planning Board for the 
introduction and control of en I.D.0, over the s2ction of the Whipstick within 
the Shire. The application wes sent immediately. 


But within days the Press had assembled from the meeting detaile of the 
proposition, As often happens with precised extracts the meantnz is sometimes 
altered, and "sensational headlining" always a go. Before you eculd say Ji 
Robinson, the land owners had gcethered a deputation comprising Tod kartiand, 
Maurie Clay and Rollie Wellstead from Melbourne (move of hin iater) and 
descended uyon the Shire, which immediately déferred the I.D.0. proposals, 
(Marong later rescinded its motion to apply for an T.D.0. ) 

Well weren't we in the soup. The mounting oppesition from vested interests 
(-namely the bigger wheels from the Melbourne based Eucalyptus refining 
companies) vpon the locc.a, had made the B.F.N.C. aware that any regulations 
imposed by the Shire would not have been very effective anyway. aa 
Well the I.D.0, sounded good in principle, although we too had our qualms earlier, 
We hac originally wented a simple comaittment of Government funds to buy back 
lands as they became available on the market. Afterall similar ennouncements 

-had been made (sometimes in the order of severel million dollars) for purchase 

of areas’ in the Dandenongs and Mornington Peninsula. And et $30. per acre 
locally, a fraction of that comnittment wovld have gone a long long way in 
consolidating the Whipstick's future, 

Over the years the club had been continually hampered because control of the 
land was divided under at least three Ministers. The Crown Lands were frozen 
by the Minister for Lands awaiting L.C.C. survey which we knew could be 10 
years away. The reserved forest (Forest Park) was the domain of the Minister 
for Forests ~ but funaing fom mre wag biased to National Parks through the 
Minister for lands, We now desperately needed protection of the private lands 
under ultimate control by the Minister for Local Government, 

Incorporation of the Crown Lands in the Forest Park likerrise was. years off, 

and the club had not completely ebandoned hopes of a National Park centred 

on at least whe "Whipstick Scrub" with the Crown Lards as a nucleus. Conversely 
if we pressed for purchase of lands for a pronosed National Park, then we 

would obviously lose support of the Forests Commission. With the plans now in 
the open to protect private lands from specviative development, would this 
accelerate development ahsad of the introduction of an I.D.0.? 

Would the Minister for Local Government «-o--°*2the Shires if they backed down? 
Would he act at all? 


6. 
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In the words of another song, Oh! Deer! What Can The iWatter Be? 

The club resolved that the only procedure open.to them.would be to approach _ 
the Premier in an endeavour to have a uniform and co-ordinated policy for the 
conservation of the Whipstick established, turovgh the respective Ministers, 
and to have relevant announcements and funis made on the matter. 


Basically we wamtcd an announcement tothe effect that the Whipstick wes of 
National significance, that it would. ultimately be reserved in total, its 
classification to be later decidad by the L.C.C., and that in the interim 

it would be protected, and funds made aveilable for lend purchases. 

(We never publicly achieved ‘tnis statement fron the Premier ) igh aioe i. 
Fred Grimwade M.L.C. agreed this was a decirable step, and mace errangements 
for a deputation to the Premicr, the Hon.R.J.Hamer. ae : 

On 23/2/1973 we were received by the Premicr, introduced by Fred Crimwade and 
lead by Rob Moors (President B.F.N.C.) end fellow clu> members, h.ssers Kellam, 
Robbins and Ellis, Cr.K.Reac, Shire President of Huntly also attended to 
lend endorsement of the proposals plus the intrcducticn of the 1.D.0. as 
foreshadowed by his Shire. (It was Ken's strewi move that had the Snire deferr 
the I.D.0. application; rather than havine the motion rescinded and withdrawn). 


The deputation to the Premier was well received, he was very imprcesed with 
the photographic display of flora end faunza we placed before him.as back up, 
to our case on the Whipstick's significance and neod for protection and 
necessary matcrial action, - and remarked "has it got all that there:” 

As a personal undertaking he agreed to co-ordinate an effort by his three 
Ministers to have the area protected. 


XEN REN HE 
THE MASKED OWL Tyto novaeholl-n¢iae, ¢ ° 4 by Dale Gibbons 


As a student of the Birds of Prey, owls in particular, I had often wondered if, - 
this, the worlds lergest 'Barn Owl! was to be found in the Bendigo district. 

Most bird books give its distribution as Australia wide, with the exception of 
the arid interior, but not common anywhere except Tasmania. There, the females are 
enormous, being just a size, smaller than the mighty Powerful Owl, which incidently 
does not occur in Tasmania. Pox*aps this exolains why the Masked Owl female has 
reached such a size, to fill the ecological niche needed by a large Owl. Mainland 
birds are not as big but are larger than the common Barn Owl, The length is given 
as 38-46 em, whilst the Barn Owl is 30-36 em.The Masked Owl is generally darker in 
colour on the back, hes a rounder facial disk which is darker and more’ 'pronounced', 
The Barn Owls face is more heart-sheped, Masked Owls have some buff shading..on the 
upper breast, and have. quite a few black spots on breast and belly. The BarniOwl 


well include the Sugar Glider in its dies. 

ror,.quite some years now I have been looking hard at each and every Barn Owl I 
have seen, both alive and road killed, hoping to turn up one of these masked fellovs, 
At the same time the intrepid Mr John Robinson of the Club was looking at road kills 
as well and.on the 25th September '87 he struck pay dirt’, At abovt 7 a.m. that 
morning John stopped to look at a dead owl on the road, about 100 metres on the 
Bendigo side of the de-restriction sign ot Redesdale, After looking at so many 

Barn Owls John was certain trsat the bird hé now held was indeed a Masked Owl. 
Shortly after this find there was some doubt as to the birds identity expressed at 
the local Bird Group meeting. However I have since shown the bird to Dr David 
Hollands, a bird of prey expert and he is cf no doubt that it is in fact a Masked 
Owl. This bird has not yet been given to the museum but when it is we shall ask of 
them such things es the sex and stomach contents of the bird. I feel that on the 
basis of this find the Masked Owl can be added to the list of birds of the 

Bendigo District, 


PRESS RELEASE 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION FORESTS & LANDS 14th OCTOBER 1987 


WHIPSTICK PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : “oat eke 


The Minister for Conservation, Forests and fievatiay team acne today announced 


the formation of an BCL SOD committee for the public lands in the Whipstick, | 

The advisory committee has been set up under the provisions of the National Parks 
Act and its role will be to provide advice to the Department on the ranagement 

of the public land in the Whipstick including the Kamarooka and Whipstick 


State Parks, It will meét regularly in Bendigo. 


Members of the Committee will be: 

Cr Willi Carney, nominee of the Borough of Eaglehawk, who willbe chairperson” : 
of the new committee. | i 
Tan. ae Dean of One faculty of Applied Science at Bendigo College of . 
Aayensed Bele raleiey eR the aetentiete and ‘educational committee, 
Keith Oberin, UAE Kebse Recreation Officer with the city « of Bendigo, representing 
BERS AE and tourism antenesie. 

Ian Fenselau, a local aplerist with a long family association with the Mpipetiek. 
Cr Des: Knight, steitianey of the Shire of ste 

Cr Ivan Hutcheson, nominee of the Shire. of Marong. 

Ken Read, of: Goornong, nominee of the Ceneemation Council of Victoria. 

Jack Kellam, and Gra hamHi ls nominces of the STN Field Naturalists Club. 
Warren Jenkins, a ‘Tesident ‘of the Whipstick, oF gi te * nd es 


Ms Kirner said that the somites was an ‘excellent | one “ith a: Givars and’ vented’ 
membership who would provide positive and informed advice. on the management: of-* 
the Whipstick. "It is vital that the local community have an ongoing’ involvement 
in the management of the’ Whipstick and the advisory committee, made up entirely 
of local people, will ensure this," said Ms: Kirner Ms Kirner indicated that the 
committee's first and most important task would be their role in the development 
of a detailed management plan for the Whipstick. The management planning gpI 
has been started by the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands and the. 
advisory committee will play a key role in focusing community comment and interest 
in the manangement plan. "The committee's role will be vital in ensuring a 
Whipstick management plan that is sensible, practical and has the support of the 
whole Bendigo community" said Ms Kirner, The Whipstick Advisory Committee attracted 
@ large number of extremely good nominations, Unfortunately not everyone who 
nominated could be included on the 10-person committee and Ms Kirner thanked aa 
those unswccessful candidates for their interest. t 


_ BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. e capt nat ae 


Bird Observers ees meeting of 2/10/87. 


Highlight 
Masked Owl, 1, Rede sdale, 25/9/87. 


Arrival of migrants 
4/9/80, == Reedwarbler at Kennington Reservoir. 
13/9/87 - Rufous Songlark in the southern Whipstick. 
16/9/87 - Rufous Songlark at Sedgwick. 
25/9/87 Painted Honeyeater at ‘Mandurang. ’ 
30/9/87 - Sacred Kingfisher at Sedgwick. 

% - White-browed Woodswallows in the: Whipstick, - 
2/10/87 - Rainbow-birds at Rochester. 


Town birds 

Rufous Songlark, 1, railway line near Mitchell St., Bendigo,29/9/87. 
Noisy Friarbird, 1 or 2, Epsom, 16/9/87 onwards. 

Gilberts Whistler, 1, serub behind Psychiatric HSCS 12/9/87. 


Other observations 
Spotted Quail-thrush;.,2, north of Bagshot, 1/10/87. 
Crimson Rosella apparently nesting, Coliban Park, 27/9/87. 


ASEAE OTe; af chy i oH 


Notes 


The Masked Owl has always been ‘something of a mystery bird, being very rarely: : 
reported in Australia other than in Tasmania, where it is just a little more 
well known. Nocturnal of course, and similar in appearance and voice to the 
Barn Owl, it is easily overlooked, but even experienced owlers rarely locate 
them, The discovery of a roadkilled specimen at Redesdale, is therefore, an’. 
exciting find. One wonders are there more of these birds in the district, 
perhaps along the larger rivers, living their lives unnoticed by humans. Or: 
was this specimen a vagrant wandering through the district? Even in the hand 
‘there was some discussion about its identity,!but there now seems no ‘doubt. 
about it,(the specimen is in excellent condition, and is to be forwarded to 
the masedm )i The Masked Owl is larger than the Barn Owl, and darker on the- 
back, Its facial mask is more pronounced, However, none of these factors 
conclusively identified this specimen, particularly as it was at the small. 
end of the size range for the Masked Owl. Conclusive, however, was the large 
feet and fully-feathered legs. (P.S. There was a possible Masked Owl sighting :» 
at Mt. Alexander in February 1980. ) 


The annual influx of spring visitors is now well advanced. Most of ‘the cuckoos 
have been around for some time, and they have been joined by the species listed 
above. Some other birds which usually turn up in spring, and which had not been 
recorded up until the meeting day include the White-winged Triller, Masked and 
White-breasted Woodswallows and. Dollarbirds. 

A other bird seen this month was two Spotted Quail-thrush in the Whipstick north 
of ‘Bagshot. This bird isnot often reported, and being of secretive habits, 

is difficult to: observe, Another reason why this bird is hard to locate, is 

that its call is out of the range of the hearing of many people. On one. 
occasion in the Brisbane Ranges in southern Victoria, two Quail-thrush were 

seen by three observers, but would have been missed but for the fact that one 

of the observers:could hear them calling, apparent, one clearly, The other 
two couldn't hear a thing. 

Although a;non-breeding visitor to the fmediatel Bendigo area, the Crimson 
°° Rosella: may well nest in more southerly parts of. our. district, Has anyone seen 
them nesting on Mt, Alexander? If so, then please. let us know. Or anywhere else, 
perhaps even closer? A superb adult-plumaged: bird was seen at a hollow entrance 
in-a large River Red Gum at Coliban Park, This. is about 10 kilometres south-east 
of Mt. Alexand-" 1G 


9 


DOWN THE ONE EYE TRACK 
by Tom Patullo. 


Ten Months Later 


Three kilometres ‘past the Mt Ida. Creek crossover, there is a track that turns or 
off to the ‘right, which leads’ through the One Eye Forest, or at least, what isi? 
Left of the° forest, after. the: bush fire swept through it just ten months ago, j 


With the invention of assessing the recovery rate of the flora in the Area, as (RR 
well attended excursion was held on October llth. 

After a dry run, on the preceeding Thursday, under the guidance of Norm, and rans s 

Cleeve;*'who both” Enow the ‘Locality, and the flora, ene a gibeet :SAY.,° on. the. 1lth.- 

was assured, i dugtig Lerobtace: 


In a forest, which I Setanta is: terent well: eatoaiil for marketabve tanber; 3 
there was the expected coppice regrowth on the Eucalypts, .but the middle storey . 

was missing. The fire had left Aste tA forest | ‘one could easily see stimu but 3 
close to the Ground a remarkable recovery was, evident. ey 


At our first: stop ‘there was.a. glorious: display of Showy Podolepis, cotebiig 
perhaps half an acre, We-wondered at. the size and vigour of the plants-and the 
size of the flowers. Gloser to‘the:ground,. the recovery of Gold-dust acdéia 
was apparent, growing fromthe burt stool, seedling Brachycome, white, pink 
and blue was abundant, as were Blue-bells, in bud, Yam Daisies, Billy Buttons,. 
and Twining’ Fringe Lily were to be seen in flower, and . @, myriad of juvenile . KE 
Chocolate Lilies.’ Rice Flowers and Finger Flower plants : were showing; but. there, 
were Orchids over “the next rise, so we moved on. | mst Os 
Sun Orchids of*'s everal varieties, in bud, but too mall to positively identify, 
but thoitht’ tobe carnes, paucifilora and some aristata! g. Hooded Caladenias. Jboes: 
were everywhere,’ ‘and: numerous purplish Beards, some in flower. A little further Sx 
on we found many more of “the same, and the Musky Caladenia. I can say that this es 
is the first time'T Have definately identified this Orchid, when all other 
identifying features were right, on hands and knees, the perfume was decisive. 

It smelt;like aftershave lotion, At this spot we saw tragic evidence of fire .- 
damage, just.as,ithe fire had,left.them, dead bees and burnt boxes, an apierists aa 
livelyhood.: The attractive ema evenrow flowers of the JP Se aD SOSHORE was’ nad 
everywhere, . Sue 


At our final stop in the "One 5 tec there were Greencotibies, plenty, and Duck |... re 
Orchid basal leaves, with bud stems, and’ the Tall’ ‘Trigger plant in flower, © 
Tt was here that, we saw the Cal trix shooting from the. burnt, out stool. We decided 


Webesee 


Mt Ta where we took lunch in a aun oh eeE ne and admired:a» VEKOS opened 
of Dodenea - Hop Bush. 


Continuing along this road, not Sree we drove past a fine stand of the Mt Ida 
form of Acacia verniciflua, the Zig-Zag Varnish: Wattle, also-a-fine stand of : 
the tall growing, red and orange’form of Grevillea alpina, which is indiginous® © >” 
to the area. A little higher up we again encountered a burnt out area. The. | 

fire had evidentally been stopped at the road, and, as a comparison, we had 

burnt area on one side and unburnt country on the other. We walked a track in. 
unburnt area and saw acres of Pine Heath, some bushes in flower. CHOLES again 

were numerous, Coss, Sun CREEL Purplish beards. 
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DOWN THE ONE EYE TRACK continued ay 
As we returned to the cars: ‘along a highen track we eit seen through ‘a Seteasic * 
garden of wildflowers.’ There ‘was a carpet. of Baeckea ramosissima, Rosy Heath 
Myrtle, Tea Tree, white and’ pink, Calytrix, ‘Dillwynia sericéa, Running Postman, 
Hibbertia ‘stricta and Hibbertia sericea, Prostanthera denticulata, . Purple) *Pink . 
and White Primrose Goodenia, Mosquito Orchid, Purplish cael Leopard Orchids, rom 
almost’ finished). Sun Oréhids and many others. : a 
5 t Onur 


On the burnt out area on the other side ‘of the road’ were many Greenconb ‘Spiders! 
We discussed the possibility of fire réfuse; perhaps potash, may have had 
some beneficial effect on the orchids until’ Someone, scouring in the’ ‘wnburnt.: 
area, found just as many Spider's there, but there was mote to cotiie, 


We headed for Crosby forest; and in 4 clekting a few acres in extent from 

which gravel extraction had taken place, but where levelling, cohtout furrowing 
and top soil replacement had been carried out. The regeneration here was excellent. 
Tea Tree and Purple Mint, sometimes head high, the colours of Purple, Pink and 
White blending well, while underfoot was a very fine display ofDillwynia sericea 
and Pultenea humilus, although still small: plants, they were in good heart. 

In a number of. ‘Places we saw that lovely ground cover; “Pultenea pedunculata. 


Then came the highlight of the trip, in a patch that one could cover with their 
hat, was a clump of Thelymitra macmillanii, the crimson Sun Orchid. To me Chie wave 
colour was pale; and the flower small, but: the two small appendages on the = =~ 
column, somewhat similar to the rabbits ears on Thelymitra antennifera, — Batts 
established the.orchid’ to be T.macmillanit.* “Previously, I. had seen this rare ae £ 
orchid‘ only growing as single specimens, “so to see this patch, ‘perhaps thirty, | 

to forty, ’ ‘growing in such a saall area was indeed surprising. 4 i 
More’ widespread: around the same area were. a 2 number of Thelymitra pee re 
the Rabbits Fars.” eS es fa an oe se 


As the time ‘ws! ‘till tee 3 pine “at ae ‘dbo tdea to! fontaine on to the other ° 
half of Crosby Forest to where we knew of a good area containing Cr¥ptandra' 
tomentosa; ‘Ruddy. Beard Heath, Calytrix.tetrogona and others. The “others” on ~ < 
this occasion proved to be many, many Thelymitra . antennifera, and. the T.aristata 
and T.carnea, So lovely was this area that. our ‘members did not seem to want 

to leave. We took a short cut on our way home, which required some nifty 
straddling to negotiate some very deep wheel tracks. A stretch that I would 

not have attempted a week later, after having had one and a half inches of rain. 


A number agreed that we had had a very pleasant, interesting and informative 
excursion, perlaps our excursion officer may fill it in for a repeat next year. 


or ay 
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; List of Plants Identified 
Podolepis jaceoides Showy Podolepis 


Calochilus robertsonii Brown Beard Orchid 
Thelymitra longifolia Blue Scented Sun Orchid 
Brichecome multifida — White, Pink and Blue 
Wahlenbergia Blue Bells 
Microseris scapigera Yam Daisies 
Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe Lily 
Craspedia glauca Common Billy Buttons 
Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Acacia 
Caladenia cucullata Hooded Caladenia 
Dicko vogon strictus Chocolate Lilies 
Thelymitra pauciflora Slender Sun Orchids 


mt carnea Salmon Sun Orchids 
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DOWN THE ONE EYE TRACK continued 


Caladenia angustata .  °. Musky Caladenia = - ne 
Pimelia linifolia Rice Flowers 
Cheiranthera cyanea ie nye bee Finger Flower 
Lomandra: multiflora Many-flowered Mat Rush~ 
Glossodia major : Wax-lip Orchid Ag SR Sh a tebe = 
Caladenia dilatata ~ Green-comb Spider Satie! NESE G0 a0 DTEe 
Goodenia spe 0) wen ‘Primrose Goodenia . pa “oo ely aide pontlgue 
Calytrix: -betragona ' iste PR Z pon ati) kOe Gpanipilon nics 
Murotis species Onion Orehia (not rn Ne ahoor thedt ov 
Leptospermum myrsinoides Heath Tea-tree (White &. Pink. forms)... eae 
Acacia verniciflua aan Varnish. Acacia (Zig-Zag. form), Sah mh 
Grevillea alpina © fh Tall Red & Yellow form, also, Ap 

: the low growing forms Red “& ‘Yellow... 
shia sericea 2 Gitiyiit ~ Showy Parrot-pea 
Glycine: clandestina ..:) | Twining Glycene:. 9.0.0: *oe aimee tinipst © 
Kennedia prostrata. si >> . Running Postman© 9) (fs. S00" BF rt 
Astroloma:-pinifoliumvs “jf -i 3:1: .. Pine Heath “080s: “Uemo@ co S98 Y, 
Dodonaea angustissima Hop Bush BO Tara EE Wares 
Beackea ramosissima. 0 ss Rosy Heath Myrtle tate As 
Hibbertia. strict: rh Wee yt BP Erect Guinea-flower, 6 2k an tm 4 
Hibbertia sericea . SE 5 5 Silky Guinea-flower ie eel oe 


Prostanthera. denticulate : ’ Purple Mint Bush (also. Pink and. inte) 


Indigofera, australis o Wee _. ,, Austral Indigo 
me gaat da ton eather’ Orehids Listed Separately (Common Nee 


Onion orenids Se 

Wax Lip Orchids 

Blue Seented;:Sun<Orchid'!:% 
Musky Caladenria «: 
Pink Fingers. «°°: 

Flying Duck Orchid ( Teves) 
Green Comb Spider 


Leopard Orchid 
Salmon Sun Orchid cask taf wot 
Hooded Caladenia 1 OU Ling Sk pe 
Brown Beard Orchid pest y ps 
Red Sun Orehid | oy a a Cais 
Rabbits Ears. “it 


The above lists are probably not complete. 


* Thelymitra aristata is now called Thelymitra longifolia. 
KR KEKKEKK KK EK 


SR EI IO EK 
x et 
¥:.: REMINDER .\'. FEES: ARE: NOW DUE Wats 
x % 
¥ x 


HERE RK HERE REE RK KEKE KEK 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP MEETING 2nd OCTOBER, Lge THE PLAINS NANDERER 1: 


Members were very pleased to welecred Dr. David EFaker-Gabb, Field Receancne doathedt 
Officer with the R.A.0.U., to theiv.October meeting when he spoke onihis study;:: 

of the Plains Wanderer, Asked to:do.a 3~year study for the management: of this-- 

bird, one of thirty on the listiof "Rare and Endangered Species", Drs Baker=Gabb i. 
outlined his plan of action,. the: avecas of. study chosen and the equipment: 
evolved for SEMEN © dis FORE and recording the material . neiasive: 
to their needs, jsawclt fee) Petty essed raboscs 


3 he nye 


The Plains’ Wanderer’ ts Segastderad t6 be a type of wader and closely related to" 
the South American Seed “Snips, j Although onee prevalent along dry watercourses. / 
in Central Victoria, * their ‘strongholds now appear to be in the old sea beds = 

and water-coursées of the’ ‘Riverina ‘and South West Queensland. 


Its requirements are sparse grassland with 50% ground cover up to 10 fnohege vans 
high, with its food being seeds-including Salt Bush, and ground-dwelling sified: 
insects, They are extremely elusive biric, difficult to see even:in‘ See imbonals 
grassland; they only fly under compulsion. . ieeerpea FytS pray 


The decline of the Plains Wariddréi, “sata Dir, Baker-Gabb, has been due’ 9g" 
cultivation and the esta sees ene of dense pasture, also over-grazing by’ 
both ene and rabbits. He - ‘Considered they recover quickly from droughts ag. 
they breé Gant y% ‘aid “twiee a year, and oceupy small, unproductive’ areas of ae 
grassland if it is not over-grazed. Wildfowl reserves are not suitable for " 
them; they appear to be happy om about 6 ha. per bird. 


The speaker came(tombhe:conclusion that the Plains Wanderer is not as rare or 
endangered as was previously thought and will survive well if their simple 
management needs are understood hy gresiers, » sbiied’ OE 
ie italy sess 

THE REGENT HONEYEATER Don Franklin and Jom Robinson received the congratulations 
of the group on the first published” report. of their study, together with peel 
Menkhorst, of the Regent Honey eater which appeared in the Naustralian Birds! 
Watcher" of September, 1987, tb aif tice eget 


EXCURSION REPORT by Win Demeo, 


On Sunday 13th September eleven members and friends travelled to Rushworth. 

We were met by Mr Ian Hoffman, the Conservation Forests and Lands Ranger, 

who took us on a tour of the area, We were unable to visit the swamp areas 
because they were too wet. We saw the following plants and birds:-. . .. 

GLiden Wattle, Mallee Wattle, Calytrix, large areas of very beautiful pink 
Boronia, White Boronia, Swan Greenhood, Nodding Greenhood, Cut-leaf Daisy, 
Wax-lip Orchid, Blue Caladenia, Pink Fingers, Cranberry Heath, Pink-beard Heath, 
Grevillia alpine (red and yellow), We heard a Kookaburra, Tree-crééper and 
Wattle-bird, and we saw two Crimson Rosellas, 


We also visited the historic Whroo cemetery, where the district pioneers’ 
including many children are buried, this area is very well kept. 


BBS VENINGMNTEREES BOTANISTS 


SAT 3] 


Wildflower Calendar for teat, 2 


Many ‘varieties on,.Jast SES | List: will. stil be. in alee, 
To this. List: we Gap, eatin 


Swainsona ‘procumbens , Riyats : 
Swainsona oroboides var “ltnaiee Unt), 


Thelymitra, longifolia. 
Kcarnee: plans 
antenniféra ~ 
pauciflora. .. 


Pterostylis phumosa 
Diuris pedunculata’, - : 
Pultenaea pedunéulata » 
Dillwynia. sericea -. 
MW 
Eutaxia microphylla 
"diffusa. 
Caladenia cucullata | 


Astrotricha asperifolia 


On the ‘Specimen Patikésscah: .iser: fatwe. . 
A specimen from the ‘aitpiie ‘regions 


Acacia rubida 
Acacia spectabilis 


Acacia aspera 


“branches, 


Acacia acinacea 


Acacia ausfeldii 


Acacia drummondii 


Acacia truncata 


B Neral a 


- .cinaréscens 4 
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nay 
\- 


iy “4 de - 
oath a Pte eps 


compiled ina nls ‘Taratullo, 


IDR! 


’ “sented ‘Sun Orchid: 

> See Gan Orchid 

ey * Rabbits Ears 
ae Sun Orchid 
7. Dotted Sun''Orehia 
Pte ingon ‘Sun Orehid 

' Bearded” Greenhood 
Golden Moths 

*“"Watted Bush Péa 

Silky. Farrow, eee 


fuer. 


‘aristata) . 


THESES 


he aeyinal 2 


Tutaxia ~ 
W 

Hooded Caladenia © 

Rough Star-hair: 


a1) 


Gommonty,, known as Mudgee. Originating in N.S.W. aval Queenslanx 
“this ig a beautiful wattle for gatden culture, comes. into . 7: 
bloom atthe end of, September, has fernlike.leaves. and. 
large fluffy golden-fLowers. 

Rough Acacia, one of our smaller wattles, put none the Ress 
peautiful when in full: bloom, Has rough leaves and grows ., 
to three feet highs hares four feet wide with long RADA 


Gold-dust Acacia, pee eeermesd local form, can grow to... 

a lovely specimeny when :garden grown. 

A local wattle which, seems to inhabit localised « areas. . 
like Salomons,Guliy. Reserve, Maiden Gully, parts ‘of. the. 
Whipstick and.other-aneas. 

A lovely rod flowered wattle much used in gardens, often 
grown in.centainers,; has fern-like foliage, originates.W.A. 
An unusual small-growing wattle, originating in W.A..It.. 
has truncated, foliage, as if the TeRYeS had been cut Oe 
half way up. : 


Dampiera rosmarinifolia Blue flowers with; TOpemary, pet foliage, ie 


Pittosporum phillyreoides 


Bauera sessiliflora 


Weeping Pittosporam, grows in the Whipstick, with wee 
slightly pendulous: branches, five petaled,.cuplike creamy | 
yellow flowers, and orange seed capsules, ecient 
open when ripe. Pseler 

The Dog Rose of the Grampians, a shrub to. one. metre high 
which carries its foliage in whorls ajlong... the stems, six 
leaves at each whorl, from which spring up buds, which 
open into a roselike small flower having eight petals 
and a deep, reddish pink colour. 
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AN EVENING WITH THE ETANISTS) continued » Me 

Acacia calomifolia The Wallowa Wattle of the Melville Caves area, indigenous 
to the Eastern States. Has fine, needle-like. foliage, 
which is ,distinetly . hooked at the” end. Carries its deep- 
golden flowers on 1/4*4neH- ‘Pedicéls, generally in pairs. 

Acacia fimbriata Fringed Wattle, from N.S.W. The common’ name arises from 
the fact that the foliage is fringed with fine hairs, | 
which can be seen with a magnifying glags,...... ) 

Westringia crassifolia: pionha k rare Westringia from the Whipstick,-.once. thought 
ixtecbe the only, occurance in existance, later. seen by - 
Peter Ellis-at Broughtons Water Hole in: he: Little EES) 
"Is it still. there Peter?" 


Grevillea dimorpha ’ Flame Grevillea from the Grampians. Wide, Leafed VERRY 
grows at Mirranatwa Gap, Beautiful red. flowers. 
Myoporum viscosum » oF zom, ‘theWhipstick originally, thanks to the late ihevait 


Robbins, who.had the knack of propogating. anything rare,.. 
=Denos have: a healthy specimen in my garden... 


Also on the table were arena cultivated Orchids, One being a- Slipper - Orehid in 
flower. This Orchid caused some discussion when we tried to name the parts of , . ,.. 
an orchid as they applied to this particular bloom, The dorsal sepal. was Plain ‘ 
to see, as were the lateral petals,.It appeared that the lateral sepals. AMASb. 4p 7 
be fused into one, with the-toe of the slipper being the specialised. petal ; [OD metus 
labellam., The column with pollina and stigma formed the waist of the slipper. 


There was a fine pot of cultivated terrestrial orchid, Pterastylis. Curt, the | ft 
Blunt CSET with seven mObuets spikea in flower... 


cy 


Jack! ‘Ss Video was a fine display of isenvennes flowering olants - 


Hardenbergia violacea “°“Purple Coral Pea ® 

Diuris maculata 2" “Leopard | Orchid 2 2) 

Hypoxis pusilla | ° Pe Xellowistarmen a es eieg2s uhopoh 
sterophylla ia Bush Litac ae ee 

Ranunculus * lappaceus Butter Cup” 

Acianthus reniformis wat Kee Mosquito Orchid and Basal Leaf 

Pterostylis nutans hale 8 Nodding Greenhood — Re 

Diuris maculata.,.. 1... Pure’ Yellow Form ee. 

Pterostylis curta” ire: eae Blunt Greenhood lis 

Eriostemon Verrucésus | ~ Double Wax Flower 

Caladenia filamentosa , _ Long Legged Spider 

eta, ae inva ts denticulata VAL W my. 

Ptérostylis mutica hae “Midget ‘Greenhood 

Caladenia deformis NS. Bluebeard Orchid 

Caladenia catanata (carnéa) Pink Fingers ~ 

Swainsona oroboides. var, hirsuta 

_Swansonia procumbéns ~~) Broughton Pea : 

Caladenia caeruleas, _Blue Caladenia = °* 

Eridstemon difformis’ yr te *$mall Leafed Waxflower’’ 

Acacia williamsonii Whirrakee Wattle “°! "> 

Pterostylis cyenocephala Swan Greenhood © ge 

Indigofera australis ‘Austral Indigo’ ‘-" 

Templetonia stenophylla ' Yellow Flowered Form 

Senecio lautus .) ‘Variable Groundsel® © 


And then we had supper. 


Ue 
COMMITTEE REPCRT 16th SEPTEMBER 1987 
Uy fk aibcocmiltnee is to prepare a- submission by 25th September to present to 
Ms J.Kirner of the Victorian Rural Affairs Cabinet Committee on 15th Geo 
2. A Victorian Land Protection Association has been formed. 
3. Mr and Mrs G.Baxter of Kangaroo Flat were ‘passed as “agar tigiiaand, 


4. Mrs Kerry Willis from’ the Environment Protection: Centre, ‘Melbourne, has been | 
appointed as environmental répresentative on the’ S. VE. C. -Tree Clearance 
Consultative Comittee, 


>. Organisers of Photo Expo; '!87 to. be. notified that: B. F, Ne C. are not local 
exhibitors as stated, 


6, The Club has recommended’ two" éx-railway: reserves to reserved for habitat 
value, These are Diggora/Cohuna | and Maldon/Shelbourne, 


7. 100 Wilderness Calendars are ‘to ‘be ‘ordered, 


8. Recommendations for: ‘alterations fa" Flora. and Fauna Guarantee Draft Bill 
were sent to Ms J.Kirner, with copies to Messrs. Ploughman, Kennett, and 
Heffernan, 


9. The Club will not acti ares Native Plants Preservation Society. 


10. A letter will be sent to C.F. and L. requesting information re apparent 
indiscriminate cutting of understorey slirubs, mainly acacias, along Loesers Rd 


11, J.Cleary will act as Club Librarian and W.Demeo will continue in the position 
of Membership Officer. iscetnees mt 


12. Next committe meet ing at R Moors! on. 2l October at 8 P. me -- 

COMMITTEE , HEROR 21st um ORENS 1987 . 

1. J.Cleary to. ‘report to C, Fr, and: ihe aaa N. 1. Scarlett of La Trobe University on 
status of Swainsona plegeotropis.. a3 

2. Mrs: ‘Pe Davies, a7 Cheriton Dve., Bendigo, was passed as a member, 


3. Loddon Campaspe Regional Planning Authority has requested, the Club's comments 
on two planning permit applications. in the Whipstick I.D,0. area. 
One is to explore, and possibly mine, mineral deposits, the other to. gles: 
and, for. house and surrounds. ev bee tye 


4. N. Scarlett has requested ptepestions! of a‘way to secure ‘thé Consenvatton 
of an‘area of ‘native grassland containing [geSEeN oF Swainsona plagi ytropis 
at Echuca aerodrome, 


5. The Club will apply to Minister for Planning and Environment for a grant 
to help in the production of a book on wildflowers of the Bendigo district. 


6, Gi. Burtonelay reported on the. presentation. of the Club's submission to the... 
Rurel Affairs Cabinet Committee, This ‘was well received by Ms J .Kirner.. ., 


“7, The Club will ask Rural Water Commission‘for a report‘on ‘progress made — 
on the management plans for the Reference Area at: ‘Sedgwick/Mandurang South, 


8, Unfinancial members to be notified with their November Whirrakee. , Sees 
9. Next meeting will be at H.Boon's on 18th November at °é pum’ 2! i 
Py : ag ae Ge ‘ fapooronh hess os 
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The Australian National University, - 
Centre for Continuing Education, 
G.P.O, Box 4, Canberra 2601 

12th October: 1987 > 


The Editor, 
Rei SANU 1988 Summer School 


The. Centre: for. Contiuines Education at sare. Dunstaneiogn National UAtgoratey is 
organising, a. Summer School program for 1988 and some of the courses, could 
be of interest to your membership. fra 


sath 


24-28 Jariary ‘Kosciusko in Summer, in Kosciusko National Park. — 
3-6 February: : - Rainforests of Southern N.S.W., at Kioloa, South Coast of a. 
8-12 February Native Plant Identification, at Jervis Bay, South Coast of N. 8. W. 


12-14 as :Nature and Eis ONES in Kosciusko National Parks, 
For further information Telephone (062) 49 3016, 49 4754. 


ee a 


EXCURSION REPORTS by Win Demeo. 


On Sunday 18th October, five members of our Club joined with members of the 
Castlemaine and Maryborough Clubs on an excursion to the Muckleford area, led 

by Ern Perkins. We saw twenty one different types of orchids, I have included 
some of them on this plant list:- 

Everlasting, Daphne Heath, Chocolate Lily, Bearded Orchid, Grey Everlasting, |) 
Alpine Grevillea, Black-eyed Susan, Musk and Hooded Orchids, Boronia, 

Small-léaf Parrot-pea, White Caladenia, Sticky Boronia, Rice flower, Pink’ 
Fingers, Parrot Pea, Guinea flowers, Climbing Fringe Lily, Swan ‘Greenhood)! 

Dwarf Greenhood (unseeded), Mat-rush, Wax-lipped Orchid, Salmon Sun Orchid, 

Orange Platform Fungus, Creamy Candles, Onion Orchid, White marianth, Honey 

Pots, Cotton Fireweed, Calytrix, Crimson Sun-orchid, Blue Squill, large aréas 

of white tea-tree, Bearded Greenhood, Pultanea, Smal1-flowered CRSA 

Rabbit ears, Wax plants; Golden Moths, Leopard Orchid. 

The birds we saw were:- Grey Thrush, Sittella, Rufous Song Lark, palvia: <Gadxoo, 
Shrike Tit, Yellow-tufted. Honeyeater, Wattlebird, Crow, Crested Bellbird,. 
Painted Quail with chicks, F.ciar Bird, Oriole, Rosellas, two - ‘Wedge-tailed . 
Eagles which flew over us when we were having lunch at the Red, White and. 
Blue mine, Later we saw a Rainbow Bird and a PERRET Falcon. 


i oe GE j 
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Jane Cleary, Helene, Alex and Neville Boon and aed ment to inspect “the Swainsona 
plagiotropis. We first went to the area west of Prairie, where we found about: 

30 plants, Someone had’ been there recently and put fresnly painted stakes near: 

most of the plants. We then went to Bayliss' Road, which runs west from. the Dingee- 
Elmore road where we founda large number of plants in good condition. We then ~ 
turned on to the Dingee-Elmore road, we found about 8 plants, almost opposite 

Tang Tang gate. The roadside has been ripped and trees planted. We inspected 

the Tang Tang and there is enough water in it for a canoe excursion, We then 

went to the Three Chain Rochester road, where we found 3 plants,the roadside 

has also been ripped and trees planted. We then went to the fenced reserve at 
Hunter, there are very few flowers, the area is overgrown with grass and in 

very poor condition, 
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CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF VICTORIA 


The Annual General Meeting, held on 2 October 1987 in their new headquarters 
at 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne, was attended by Bill poTewouun as the 
EROS of the Bendigo Field Naturalists €lub. 


The C.C.V. was established as a central co-ordinating body for non-profit 
non-governmental organizations concerned with environmental protettion. It 
has official ‘status with many government agencies such as the Land: Conservation 
Council, National Parks Advisory Committee, Whipstick | Parks Advisory Committee, 
ete. It is also a source of information and assistance for volunteer groups 
preparing submissions to the government. For $10,00. individuals. can join as. 
avyporters of the C.C.V. and receive the quarterly newsmagazine, Environment .. 
Viotoria; and a 10% discount, on all the PeOkP ay Porters), ete. gl in the. -. 
bookshop. 


shyt 


A few of the items of importahee « discussed at the esting were: 3° 


1. Applications for Special Project funding, under the Grants to ‘Voluntary 
Organizations, must be forwarded by 30th October. The special projects might. 
include Land Protection studies, Mining effects on specially zoned areas, 
prevention of alienation of open space or remnant habitat: inthe urban/rural 
fringe areas, conservation study of raptors, etc.’ It may be‘'too late this year 
for our Club to prepare a project, but funds, will no doubt be. available next 
year at the same time, : s 


2. A proposal for a Conference to be held in tarot or May 1988 « on the Victorian 
Environmental Movement was accepted in principle. The Conference.will review 
the past 20 years and discuss the agenda . and priorities for the coming. decade, 


3. The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Legislation is now before the: lower: Houses 
- The C.C.V. urges members ‘to.:lobby both the Liberal and Labor politicians’ 
for the support of the:legislation. More information on the draftyBill is. 
available from the executive..ofiithe B.F.sN.C, or Bill Holsworth. It is: SED 
explained very thoroughly: in: recent issues: of Environment Victoria. 


4. The Environment Resource: Centre, 247 Flinders Lane, has an excellent _ 
bookshop on the street level, It is an excellent place to do your: Christmas. 
shopping and the profits go to support, the C.C.V. 
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The Conservation Council. of Victoria (CCV) is an umbrella ereamioet one with 
130 affiliated groups throughout Victoria. Over the last year the CCV ‘Teports_ 
that its main success has been in improving their relationship with the leat 
Government administration, This has. been in such areas as the revision of the — 
Environment Effects Act, the industrial, waste strategy, land conservation in. 
the Mallee, forestry management in East Gippsland, and national parks in the _ 
Victorian Alps. The CCV has also had a ‘number of special projects broadening 
out this range of issues to such areas as energy, urban environment, economic 
structure, and recycling. The CCV's newspaper Environment Victoria provides a 
forum for the discussion of conservation issues. 


This information from the Ministry for Planning and Environment publication 
"The Resourceful Community", ; 
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A DAISY TOUR 


by Graham Hill, 


November is @ “good month toget to know some ‘of ‘the Daisy Family, (Asteraceae), 
and an aréa that: has a good variety on display. ‘is the Kamdrooka State Park.. cian 


A trip that I:can theroughly recommend is ‘to: travel out through Huntly and. it saue 
onto the Tennyson Road, turn right. at the: Bagshot: Road and travel through’. ery 
the settlement of Bagshot and across the bridge. Just over the bridge:turn * 

left into the Bagshot North Road, and travel north about 12 kilometres: and’ qe 


turn right onto. Filby Road. This ig a bush track and is a’ little rough in: 


patches, but quite alright for a standard vehicle, if you take it quietly." Siiog 


Travel east along Filby Road to the eastern edge of the Park and turn left _.. 
onto Angle Road. Follow Angle Road back to the Bagshot North Road. 


Cross the Bagshot Meru Road onto Can Road and travel west to the SEEBES 


Tennyson Road. 


You have a choice of either returning £6 Bendigo down Tennyson Road or if. 
time Dermits . continue across the inain., road, and along Camp Road to Boundary Rd.. 


This sone. of: my favourite November trips and it will show a good cross- 
section of the Daisy Family for the Bendigo district. 


Some of the "Daisies" to be seen: ~. 


Golden Everlasting 
Clustered Everlasting 
Common Everlasting 
Lobe-seed Daisy ».. 
Yellow Daisy - 
Downy Daisy 
Bindi Eye 
Rough Burr-daisy 
New Holland Daisy 
Variable Groundsel 
Cotton Fireweed 
Golden Billy-buttons 
Lemon Beauty-heads 
Paper Sun-ray °°! 
Common Sunray - >“ 
Sealy Buttons: * 
Woolly Heads 
Small: Wrinkléwort 
Wiry Buttons ~ 
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Helichrysum viscosum °' 
Helichrysum semipapposum 
Helichrysum apiculatum 
Brachycome heterodonta 
Brachycome chrysoglossa 
Brachycome leptocarpa 
Calotis cuneifolia 


Calotis scabiosifolia 
Vittadinnia triloba - 
‘Senecio lautus 


Senecio quadridentatus 
‘Craspedia chrysantha ~ 
Calocephalus citreus 
Helipterum ‘corymbiflorum’» 
Helipterum australe’ ; 
Leptorrhiyichos squamatus®™ °° 
Myriccephalus Bec oP us ee 
Rutidosig multiflora 
Leptorrhynchos squamatus 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Address for correspondence, P,0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550, 


, OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1987-85 


PRESIDENT | Rob Moors or 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT’ Win Demeo aie 
JUNIOR™ “VICE PRESIDENT ~ ‘Bruce Wallace 


SECRETARY Jane Cleary 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY . . Glenise Moors — 
TREASURER “Helene Boon’ * 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER, _ Win Demeo 


EXCURSION/SYLLABUS " _.. John Lindner 
ORGANISER ~ tong ve ; 

LIBRARTAN vane Cleary 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 


Mandurang South Ra. Re S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 


_ Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood ' 36 9226 
' 20 Pearce St.,Faglehawk 46 7325 
RA Goynes Rda., Epsom 48 4396 
Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick a gen 
Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 

_ Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 Bee 
_, Burns St., Axedale . 39 7308 
24 Goynes Rd., Epsom - 48 4396 
31 Curnow St.,Golden Square 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership suaer iption rates are: Single $13.00, 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13. 00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the-Conférence 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. : Meetings start.ati: 
7. 30 p.m. and:conclude with supper. The Annual - Meeting: ‘issheldiin September, 


Exeursions. “The pee ay point for. excursions. is outside the Som Services 


Half day excursions normally commence at 2. 00 190 mn and’ may be’ either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups :- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 Dm. 


in member's hones as announced in the monthly a 


Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016). 
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The CONSERVATION: GROUP. meets:on an. as peeireds pasis! As: fart as J PSKet, 
meetings details will be advertised in. the "Whirrakee" diary.: 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673) 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets.on tthe third. Thursday of the nonth, at 7 30. De sem 
in member's homes as announced in’ the monthly Diary. 


President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 . 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth,.13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 
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The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUPmeets on the first Sunday in the month, eevee 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., at the Education Department -Special.- Services 
Complex, .Havlini St. Bendigo. Group activities are’ open to the 8-18 years (lu 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 

by parents, (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions, ) 


Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 
Ian Fenselau, Buekland St., White Hills (48 4384) 
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- DIARY - 
MEETINGS F 
Wed.Nov.1l1 Speaker: Richard Lohn . 
Subject: The effects of control burning on flora and fauna. 
Wed.Dec. 9 © - Christmas Téa and Social Evening (6.00. pm). etfs 
'The First Forty Years' an audio visual eee the Clubs 
History, will be screened. 
Venue: Agriculture Department, Epsom. ne 
Time: 6.00 p,m. for 6.30 p.m. meal - food to be pooled to 
' provide variety of fare. 
Please bring casseroles, salads, desserts, and eating and 
drinking utensils, Tea, coffee, milk, cordial, bread and 
Ad margarine will be provided. 
EXCURSIONS . | 
Sun.Nov.15 . Full day. The Marsh, ;North of Kerang. Leader: Toit Lowé,Mystic Park. 


Bird watching in swamp Jands under the expert guidance of Ton, . 
who has an excellent knowledge of this region and its bird-life. 
Bring -your-canoe. Meet at Kangaroo Lake Caravan Park (North end 
of lake, » corner of Murray Valley Highway and Gorton Drive) 
10.00 a.m. Contact, els) Watkins for further details. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Dec.4th 7.30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
jdyees fa Speaker: Mr.Peter Allen - "The Northern Whipstick Ce 
Bird, ote The EES Grebes. - aes ate 


BOTANY GROUP 
Tours.Nov.26 7. Soc et Kellanm's home, os Stee Bendige.... .. 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.Nov.19 8.00 p.m. ays ‘Graham Hill's nome, ah roeanon st Golden eauare: 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUPS Sa Gah creer 


Sun, Dec. “6 An inspection + tour of: Western Mining, Gee Cayctibaiens, 
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COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed .Nov.18 8.00 p.m, at Helene Boon! Ss: raaney Kanareoles 


ni 
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